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MERE it is!'
"What? Tho oily?"
"No! the fort!" and
with eagomoss we
all looked forward
where, upon a hill
that stood more
boldly out than its
fellows, a yellow
bunk of osrth at-

tracted attention. It
did not appear vory
dangerous, but its
leaks were doeeptive,

as we afterward discovered. We could not
yet see tbe of bt having our view of
the fortifications, we kuew wo should soon
get a neater position, Presently, we wore
thrown (torn or march in col tiro u into line
of battle. Ami while up to this point we
bad followed tbe road amid many iujuuo-tiou- s

to " close up," and bad get on reason-

ably well, we soon found tbat tbe country,
taken broadside, wac brokon by sloop, long
hith,nu4 ooueeauout hollows of groatdeptb.

Tbe country around Yicksbnrg was once
geologists toll us an elevated platoau.

Bnt JIee4e, through years of numbor un-

counted, bd out the plain into chasms;
some of thorn beds of ore ks tbat romainod
till our time; some of them tbat of atnaHor

ft reams, and dry in tbe hot season. Gouor-Hll- y

tbcfr ftlreeUou was seuihweet, tbe
water when there was any emptying into
tbe Mieeiesijjw. Much of ibis brokon coen- -

trv had been heavily timbered. Vinos and 1

briar, lone an tangled, were abundant,
and in many jptaces tbe Umber bad boon
felled in eucb a way tbat it iwpodod groatly
the-- advance of be soldiers.

If you will Juiak of great trees out down

and placed close together, oode pointing out-

ward toward us, their boughs interfaced and
so tbat it won 14 take a man a

long time 4 get tibrougb and ovor, won tf
be were wot oacaitiWed with naytbing
tbe very act of dLmtbing tkrongh aud over
dangetooj, beeauae of tike sbarpoaod polais

yon mM have one oatraotin tbe arwy

iut in dosioe w ntmlnot VwHsbw. lit
w,u vory

ruovomnjtt ok vkk ipiuks of tux

I beahiatc to oaf mnfoeliwc lest I be aoeueed
of strong language for - u

longer front tmnlcfeng tibeir aoa4taiioe.
Bbids, bese people took like occasion jant
h hen tbe ooldtor bad all be could do to got
throngfe tbe obotruction anyhow, to aboot

at bin, wliidtt evorjrWody knows has a ten-denc- jr

eascita a nan and make him nerv-

ous, nil tfaia, ftuwevor, did not prevowt onr
to anonve a closer aoqnaiitttauoe with

thf niiair
Hint tbat foci Aid ot open some of its I

frnns on w at onoe nnrtirised m. Probably 1

it waited a bettor range, wbicb we were oer-tam- ly

(going i wffovd it; for I mtfipoee we

luust baveboen tbree miles away at tbe time.
As we poshed forward in lino of battle,
wc discovered tbat tbeee bills were not
emooCbljr oei alone. In tbeir sides were
groat gnicbos, onddenly Mkktg !)toad and
reacbing ipitously to tbe bottom, tbe

Taj. Oct w m Vxrx. foXK a Diuji

abnnt flwieiK rorrinn lirom li to 3Q, nd
even 0 foot

Often tbo top was iiSMon tfU Ibtinrs or
wiuflieg vinos mi wo tbns onOreljr
conoeatei tbat we know of tbeir existence
only tmaaneeaomcoueof tbe line 6M tbrongb
to Um bottom below. Of ooucm Otis was
dapgerons boajaant.

Tbe line of battle baHod alitUc wbftc
M Sa large white fbonoe wbicb was nfter-- v

vd as oar diviaiua boapttot Jet
JlL 'wee leo tbat t wrtc closing fa

upHWoe u twe lines of battb4ml tbene
wjee emit waitmjg ar eoeae other nnoenceut

Jo tlm bjsbt. mibent tmy smmsmy ntumt

was at tbe edge of n garden; tbe other line
battle was halted in tbe middle of if.

Tbe garden bad boen carefally cultivatod.
Not a weed was to bo seen. A large part
Where we who atruok this poi tion of tbo
idantatioti wore had been recently seL out

cabbage plants.
So recent was this gardening, in tbe face,

apparently, of oar approach, tbat a aus-ipiek- m

ontorod tbe mind of borne soldier
abonl it. I do not know the name of this
ottrioHS bey in blue, but lie stuck his bayo-

net on his gnn and proceeded vigorously to
pnnok the ground with it where be stood.
Others soon followed his example. Strange

say, ground so mellow seemed to have n

bard substratum. The investigation pro-

ceeded more generally. Spados were called
for. "Whore they came from I do not know

probably from tbe Piouoor Corps, which
was near bnt they were used on orgeti cully,
and quioker than I have boon telling this
story they

UXKAUTirRI) a singular treasure.
Barrels ! Brokon open they proved to bo

full of moat of various kinds. That was ac-

ceptable and would soon he widely distrib-
uted. Barrels! More barrels. This time

was molassos, and though this would not
be quite s easily manngod, tbe soldiers felt
equal to the task of disposing of the contents.
All in good time, of course, when tbey got
through witb their investigations. Boxes!
Great boxes! Broken open they showed a
splendid variety and abundance of table-

ware. I don't l:uow whether tbe men bad
formed a plan for tbe use of these or not,
.nor do I know whether the mine was yet
exhausted or this fertile garden exhausted
of its strange fruit", for just at this

moment came the order to ad-

vance. The entire crop, undistributed, liad
to be turned over to tbe next coiner. Aud
the turning over was very esy ; we simply
double-quicke- d away from it, I should
even now like to kuew who got the stuff.

'JIjo next halt was in the front of the
beautiful lawn of this large plantation. I
should have Ijeon greatly plonsed to rest
here, under tbe immense trees that gave a
grateful shade, aud upon tbe green grass
that grew so luxuriantly. At least I thought
so. But just as the idea entered my hoad,
there was a report from the fort, a little
smoke curled upward, and 'Whush! whush!

came, with apparently a dignified
motion, a solid shot, liow near was it
coming? Would it roach our part of the
line? We had hardly time to think this
inuoh, wbon here it was! There was no
order to lie down, bat if I maintain my

lilt LAbT CtT P COITRE.

poelUen of exact hietoHan I will have to
admit that some of us bogan the motion,
and might have succeeded in reaching the
recumbent position, bad not the shot passed
ovor us at least 60 feet above onr heads.
It landed in a hitiside a quarter of n mile
away. Some of tbe boys afterward recov-
ered the shot, or tbey claimed it as tbe one.
If it bad only been preserved, what a curi-
osity it would 1 to-d- y this first lined
shot that griod us from Vicksburjc !

This fcbewed us tbat we were in dangerous
pretciiuity to tbe foe. And onr officers had
no more consideration for us than to uigu
us forward, notwithstanding. It seems that,
having to march ao in tick farther, we of tbe
Thirteenth Corps wore rather behind than
otborwiee tbe corps upon ihn right. 'Jltcy
did not have to go ae far to strike the enemy.
But we were up at last Jt was net yet
noon ; I sboukt say not later than HJSKi or 10
o'clock in tbe morning.

QUA XT HAD OttDJIRUJ)

aU lines pushed close to tbe onemy, and a
charge at t o'clock on the main works, if
things were favorable. But we bad found
tbe foe outside bis wotks, and, somewhat to
our surprise, fighting with courage, ami net
yielding till be could e longer maintain
bis advanced position.

I supiee we bad shared tbe feeling of
tbe remainder of tbe army. We bad beaten
tbe troops before w, or seme of tbem, so
mmy times, tbat we thought we should
easily beat tbem now ; and if we could have
followed them straight in from Big Black
jttver, there neems no doubt that we should
have been in possession of the city at once.
For tbedcmoralixation of tbe army appealed
complete. Snob stiaggling and such hope-
lessness Houbi have given $m easy victory
to Grant, It is stated that only three cannon
were brought heck to Vickhburg, of tbe
mora uian ow pwee mm which I'duocnoti
started. And tbe feeling in tbe city was
one of despair. Humors were afloat, so it is
said, of Grant'e near approach on that San-da- y

night aud early morn of Monday. Bnt
we were delayed by tbe burnt bridges, and
it was tbe 19th before we appeared on tbia
part of hie line, lligbt thousand fresh
troops, tbat had shared none of tbe disasters
of tbe oeM, were here, and tbe strong posi-

tions doubtless did much, with tbe fact that
tbey could go no farther, to restoio tbeir
oonmgo.

And It was evident that Pembcrlon meant
to stay in Yicksbnrg. Any faint hope we
bad tbat be would get out and I am will-
ing to admit tbat we should not have loen

'f f 'be bad and leave us peaceable
of itfae city, m vrftbored in the
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FoJtTIKICATIONS

very bud when wc camo closer to the forti-

fications.
Johnston bad indeed on the ISth of May

ordered him to evacuate the place if Hnyne's
Bluff could not be held. He wrote: "If
therefore you are invested in Yicksburg yon
must ultimately surrender. Under such
circumstances, instead of lotting both troops
and jilac?, you must, if possible, save tbe
troops. If it is not too late, evacuate Yicks-

bnrg and its dependencies and march to the
north oast."

PKMHERTON CAI.LKI) A COUNCIL OF WAR

and they decided " that to withdraw from
Yicksburg, with such morale and materiel,
as to le of further service to the Confederacy
would be impossible."

This was going on while Sherman, on the
right, was in reality striking the rebel line
on the Yazoo. The sound of his guns was
heard while the deliberation was in progress.
Of course it slopped farther discussion, and
Peniberton notified Johnston that be would
hold tbe city, hoping for assistance fiom
without to help him maintain his position
and defeat the Federals. Whether he would
have Micceeded if he had at once assailed
Sherman with all his army, .'10,000 strong, wc
need net consider. He would have largely
outnumbered that General at first. But be
did not try, and so wc found him waiting
us in the city. He still in reality had .'J0.0O0

men, an army almost as large as our own,
with some 200 cannon; he had collected all
the corn, driven in all the cattle and hogs in
the country as far as Bovuia, and why could
be not stand a faiege ?

It seems from Badeau'.i account that Grant
groatly underestimated lYmberton's forces at
this time. He did not believe that General
bad got into the city with more than 15,000
effectives at the most. It was this, together
with the prestige and spirit of previous vic-

tories, that caused him on this 19th of May
to order a charge at 2 o'clock upon the works.

On our part of the line, after advancing
from the bonae alieady referred to, we were
once more halted for a little lime.

Here, watching carcfuUy their oppor-
tunity, ami stealing along ravines rather
than moving over tbe liilU, our detail, lutt
behind to get and cook the company some-

thing to cat, came up. Wo were hungry by
this time. Wo had had no breakfast, ami
some no supper.

Our men thus left behind hail done well.
They bad found where the great turkey
gobbled and gobbled him; and turkey, and
chicken, and r;heat-flo- r rolls! Think of
that! llolls! tbey brought in in two largo
baskets somewheie discovered, and called
us to the repast,

WKKK XVK WII.MXO TO GO?

If you hud seen that start to make a rush
to the lmskcte, not only of our compare,
bat of the regiment, similarly favored, you
wotild have entertained no doubt of our
readiness.

This wm a charge that wc relished. A
start, I an', was made. Alas! it was but a
start. The stern command, "Fall in! "slopped
it midway. We were definitely tuld that wo
were now to make the " closing-ill- " chaigc,
ami if possible go over tho works.

We had already found tbe willeys filled
with cane and willow, hard to get through,
Intt till near the woiks these places were
ruuch sheltered from tho fire of the enemy.
However, the call to fall in, and the order
to advance, dinucrless as well as breakfast-los- e,

sent us straight over tho hill in front.
It was the old story of grape and canister,

of shot and shell. Wc crossed the shoulder
of a hill where it was bnio and hard. The
clay here as it was everywhere around
when baked in the hot sun, made a surface
tbat was solid, almost like brick. As wc
reached this place I remember how the grape-sh- ot

n little larger than walnuts struck
the hard surface and bounced like a lubber
bull, to strike yet again farther along. Upon
my right a fchell came tceaming its way, to
burst just back of our line, tho pieces all
scattering, happily, forward, so that none of
us were hurt.

Thus it went, till tho thunder of cannon
echoed far and tho nearer rush of the balls
made dangerous music. Tho impetus of
that dash took us over a goodly distance, but

OF VICKSKUIta.

did not take us up to tho main works. We
found the enemy outside his fortifications,
and fighting with persistency. The first
thing was to drive him from theso outlying
positions.

Ah we pushed him bock the sound of
rillc was added to that of the cannon. The
whistle of the minie came with the rush-

ing sweep of tho solid shot or the crash of
the bursting shell. Yer, I think at this time
the grapeshot had a little more of a fiend-

ish hiss aud whirr about it than the others.
The canister was mn4t."plied minie-ball- s,

and had no music that was attractive, but
the grapeshot was largo enough to make a
son ml that was an emphasized hiss and
shriek between tho rciiio and tho larger
shot I should like to hear from tbo old
soldiers bow they vievrnl theso different
missiles in their song of itcith.

ALL SORTS OF JUMSO PLACES
were sought by both sides, and various efforts
made to deceive each the other. As we drew
nearer the line of defense the ravines were
more carefully guarded. Cannon to sweep
these hollows aud infantry to act as sharp-
shooters down their winding course we now
found increasing. At first we had been com-

paratively safe when, crossing some hill, we
struck tho ravine beyond. But now there
were few places tbat the batterios of tho
enemy did not reach. At last wc charged
np a hill, crossed it, pushed into the hollow
beyond, aud drove the foe finally and swiftly
into his works. With the exception of a
few sharpshooters he did not come out of
them again.

But in crossing that lastbighill a number
from the 10th K-- . struck one of the gulches
whose head was concealed by winding vines
and fell to the bottom. Some wore seriously
hurt; it was reported that two or three had
broken their necks. The great break in the
side of tho hill was just to my left as I
paved over the bight'. I was not surprised
as I looked at the vinos that grew all about
it that it could not be noticed at first, nor
surprised that a fall like that so many feet
to the lxitiom should be so disastrous.

That advance took us as near tho foe as
we coald go without a direct charge upon
tho fort i Ileal ions. It was now beyond 2
o'clock in fact late in the afternoon. If
there had been any charging elsewhere on
time it had succeeded or failed before we
could get in po&itien. I meati the charge
upon tho main line of works. Wo had been
charging, hi fact, for two hours. I do not
think our advance could havo been more

Picks axii Shovels.
rapid. Let men make tho effort over such a
rough country and bitterly opposed, aud seo
how they would come out. No oue, how-

ever, has suggested any fail tiro here. All
was done that could be done. By details aud
reliefs company after company aud regiment
after regiment go up as sharpshooters. One
battery from our side tried to secure a posi-

tion on the hill where wo were stationed,
but found it too exposed, aud retired. But
all day our field batteries had been doing
excellent work.

The firing from tho enemy's cannon had
also been persistent. Fren as wo lay upon
that hillside volley after volley came aud the
shells did not go five feet above us as we
lay. They struck the bottom of the little
vale aud the foot" of the oppe&itc slope and

exploded. Tho roar from the big gnna was
practically continuous. If there was any
delay it was only to give yon time to notice
that the sound had begun agaiu.

THU HISS OF THE MINIK-RAL- L

was more frequent. A rebel sharpshooter
that dared to climb a tree at the upper ond
of our ravine did' some sad execution, but
he was soon located and at the answering
shot of one of onr men fell out of the tree
likeadeadsqnirrel. That spot was watched,
and the serious business from that quarter
came to an end.

Great numbers were wounded. The lit-

ters were going constantly. I never saw a
placo where there wassnch a stream of war'd
ruin flowing steadily downward. What
sort of fountain was that at the top of the
hill that set such a stream in motion? Here
goes a man using his musket a3 a cane; he
has been hit in the foot. Another is sup-

ported by two comrades; he is speaking ex-

citedly, but full of fight. But his wound
seems to be through tho bowels and is
probably mortal.

Here two are borne along who will fight
the foe no more. Dead, poor fellows. The
shells burst still, aud see yonder solid
shot as it bounces on the hill behind
us ! There goes a volley of grape right into
the hole where the soldiers fell down the
hill. It is a good thing they were removed
before th3. A few feet away the Colonel of
our regiment lies, not unwilling to take a
position like the rest of us. And wisely, too;
for any other invites death. He has just
spoken to a comrade, almost at his elbow,
one of the regiment. Whip ! comes a rainie-bnl- l.

It strikes the arm of this comrade near
tho shoulder, crushes it, and just misse?
tho heart. He joins the stream of those
hurt as it flows downward and outward to
the rear.

This was tho picture wo saw as the shad-
ows deepened on that 19th of May. Yon
could but add the same colors to it while
wo remained. Some were wounded where
we lay on the hillside. It was not pleasant.
After all, however, wc began to get used to
it.

As twilight came on, several made little
fires just large enough to place a pint cup
with water for coffee on.

Thcro were two grent logs close together
in the hollow. A soldier sat on one of these
watching the cup of coffee of a comrade
while ho held his own in his hand and drank
of it occasionally. Wc heard tho sound of
a minie, and whack it went against the tin
cup on the fire. The coffee was spilt, and
there was a laugh at the unlucky soldier.
The man on the log still drank his coffee

comfortably. Hark! There was the sound
of another mubket-bzl- l, and this time it
affected onr friend on the log, bitting not
his 'tin cup, but

CRASH IXa THROUGH IIW HEAD.
Helplessly he fell over, and was carried
away. By this time we thought it a good
idea to put out the fires, and then darkness
and silence in the main came upon the army.

As there was nothing more to do we tried
to secure some sleep. Stephen M. and my-

self rolled the big logs apart and putting
dowii my rebel blanket, we went to sleep
with no covering of any kind. But we be-

lieved the logs would make pretty good
breastworks.

The work which had been done by the
other corps was not greatly dissimilar. Sher- -
man, however, had come up to the rebel
lines early enough on the 18th of May to get
a position clo3e to their front, before the full
spirit of opposition had been received by the
garrison. At least he found it easy to come
so near the works that be could charge their
1'ne with some prospect of success, as Grant
had ordered. This duty devolved upon
Blair's Division, which hitherto bad done
some of the marching but none of the fight-

ing of the campaign. He moved forward on
both sides of tbe road tbat led to the enemy's
intrenchments, but found, as we all found,
that the country was desperately hard to ad-

vance over in battle-lin- e. The same ravines
filled with timber, uncut or fallen, barred his
way. Bulthel3th Ilegulars, under Col. Wash-
ington, planted their colors on the exterior
slope. Tho Colonel was mortally wounded,
aud 77 out of 250 were either killed or
wounded. Tho So.i Intl. and 127th III.
carried tho outer slope also of the works.
They could, however,

GO XO FARTHER.
The troop3 retained their position till night,
aud then retired. Steele, on the extreme
right, did not attack the main Hue, but
secured some outworks of the enemy and
captured a few prisoners. This was the
attaek of the Fifteenth Corps. McPherson
was hindered (Seventeenth Corps) as we (the
Thirteenth Corps) had been in advancing.
Hansom's Brigade did make an attempt,
however, upon the fortifications, but was not
successful. The wish of Grant to carry the
city at once by storm was thus not realized.
But there was abundant reason for the in- -

couipletcnesH of the attack. Ground had
been gaiued cloao upon tho enemy. We
kuew now tbat he would fight. The nature
of the ground was somewhat ascertained.
Not as much could he said of thitJ, however,
as Badeau has made of it. In the charge of
tho 22d of May wc attempted evolutions
that could not have been performed by an
army under tho most favorable circum-
stances. And all this, too, on account of the
nature of the ground, which it is supposed
wc learned so much of on this 19th of May.
The morning of the 20th came at last.

Happy men were we. Wo wero wakened
by the whisper that our detail had come
with breakfast, aud sure enough those same
baskets appeared in sight. And there at
early dawn, under tho guu3 of tho enemy,
we had a feast such as hungry men alone
can know. It had been 2 1 hours since most
of us had tasted food, and meanwhile had
had tho warmth of tho Southern climate,
the rush of tho advauco and the heat of
battlo to wear us out. But we had a good
time while it lasted.

Shortly after daylight our command was
called on to form its lino in that little valley
where all tho day heforo had dropt the
musket and cannon-ball- s.

VOL. XI

The duel had aegun again. It bad nee,
happily for us, grown to its heaviest when
we were albined here. But I never knew a
better commentary on that scripture veme,
M Having done alU to stand," than this ex-

perience afforded. It was the hardest thing
to do I ever tried stand under ftie audi
simply do nothing! I would rather have
pushed ever that hill on the change a Ukk-sa-

times. Then I would he doing some-

thing. Bnt to

MSTAXD STILL AXD TAKK IT!"
it was trying enough. Presently we were
ordered to right-fac- e and move up to the
head of this ravine and Grose the hbjht
which lay between us and a great hollow
farther to our right. We did so in column.
As we pasjed over this uplain I we were in
plain sight of two of the enemy's forts and
a long line of rifle-pit- s. The range was
easy. I thought it was altogether too easy.
I wanted our column to hurry, at least till
I got over. Finally we did strike the
doublc-qnic- k, and several companies reached
the protecting hollow in safety. But the
regiments that came later caught the sterm
of bullets. How wickedly that grape and
canister sounded in that early morning!
There were some from our brigade killed
and othera wounded. Some were wounded
as they came down the hillside through
the little grove of trees to the place of safety
at the bottom. I watched their coming with
interest, for my brother was in one of these
regiments. He, however, escaped unhurt.

We had jnst taken nnother hill and a
great hollow close to the enemy. It was in
reality nearer the foe than our previous
location, bnt it was in the main a safer
place. We were so close that the artillery
could not fire down upon us. And our sharp
shooters were able to prevent their sharp-
shooters from doing ub much iaiuryv Yet
the bullets kept whistling through tho air
above our heads.

The 20th and 21st of May were spent by
the troops in sharpehooting. The com-

manders were getting ready for more ag-

gressive work. MeClernand had, been di-

rected to connect with Warren ton, and open
up the line of communication from Milli- -
keu'd Bead. The stores from Grand Gnlf
were also brought there, ami the Thirteenth
Corps was thus supplied by MilHken's Bend
and Warrenten, while the Fifteenth and
Seventeenth got their supply from Yazoo
Landing. We obtained hardtack once more,
and the regular army ration began to ap-

pear. Bat no clothing came as yet. We

REBEL

had been on the marsh since early in April.
The dust and mire of the mareh hud soiled
ns and tired us.

WE WEKE GLAD TO REST,

if rest this could ha called; and we wanted
clean clothe?. The latter desire had still to
go nngra titled.

Meanwhile new roads were made toward
Bayou, and for eonvenience in

other places. Forage ami ordnance stores
were kept at band in the steamboats at
Yazoo River, and generally we were being
supplied with the war material especially
which we supposed ta need.

The troopes that had been behind began
to come up, Lanman's Division at Chicka-

saw Bayou and MeArthur's at Warrenton.
Wc were gathering our forees and. our

for the fierce onslaught of the 22d
of May.

The work of sharpehooting we were ng

to learn. From tho top of the hill
we were in easy range of the enemy's forts
and rifle-pit- s. If they got sight of us, they
shot at ns and killed ua if they could. If
we saw them, we shot at them, and if we
didn't kill them it was our bad aim. There
was, of course, some distance still to the
rebel line, and there ware hilla and hollows
in places yet between us. Anywhere that
tho rebel sharpshooter could get a shatter
ho would use it, and so would we. A tree,
a fallen log, a mound earth, a stump, in
one place the roots of an upturned tree,
afforded ns the protection we desired. We
got as close to the enemy as we could, and
staid there till relieved. A few from the
S3d 111. had been killed in this duty. Co. A
of that regiment discovered where their
trouble came from a bond of sharpshooters
to the right, where our own troops had not
yet pushed up as close as we. A iw of the
company "flanked the however,
and that little grove of trees was not occu-

pied again.
On the night of May 21 1 had my firafc ex-

perience in
DIGGING RIFLE-riT- S.

I havo wondered if this was not the first
dug around Yicksbnrg.

We had to go, to begin with, for tools. No-

body seemed to know much where they
were to be had. The detail marched three
miles to the renr, reported to various officers,
and at last secured some picks and shovels.
Shonldering these, we marched back
tho three miles to tho top of a hill, to the
right of where the regiment was statioued.
Some of our soldiers were there on picket.
The grass was nearly two feet high- - The
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II.
IT EC tgwexeeffctoftteff
the Vsaeaeefett ami1

one or swoevbec ves-

sels the fleet as-

cended tee rives,
"cleaning en" to
enemy whenever, he
could he ftmml, until
reaching Yiekaeurg,
the " Gibraltar or? the
West" Here the en-

emy had1 taken a
stand, determined! to
dispute wish the Tan--k

e e Jaek-tar- e fch e
right ef way, audi to

keep control, if possible, of the greaswnte-wa- y.

The bights surrounding the eity
ware in themselves natural defenehnfc
with guns mo noted upon tbem tfceywece
almost unassailable. Nothing daunted1, hew-ev-er,

the brave Farragns determined! ea act
attempt for the reduction ef the formidftete
works that my before him. He agaiu ealtttl
to his aseifetanee the equally brave audi de-

termined Porter and his mortar flee, wfcieh
had gone to Peneaeoln, Fht., for Mpaim almC
tbe9urrendare Forte Jaekson and St. FhtBp.
Commander Porter, learning ef lb wishes' ef
he ehief, immediately hbn ieeir
together and. sailed Her Ylekabueg
on or about the 20th of June and.1 without

t

fUrther delay preparations ibr. a determined
attack npon the fortified hJghtewee med'e:

During the night of the 28h eft Juneall
the luortar-boat- e ware pmcetli bi peetiiett,
ranging from 2,000 to 2,50 yaedfe from the

L rebel works, and on tho mMowiag morning
opened fire, which was kepe up almosK the
entire day.

About 2 o'clock a. m. on the 2Stht tie
ships ef the fleet hove up their, aneboite'sre-parato- ry

to taking up their.

positions nr i.je of batcus.
It was 3:15 when the Brooklyn gee laio

position, which was next astern of she. nag-shi- p.

Owing to a strong enrrent theleadSng
ships the Iroquois, Oneida and Richmond
did not get under fire until 4 o'clock- - like
enemy new opened with all his guns, whisk
was returned by the leading vessels hi a
cool and deliberate manner with good sifter.
Each vessel as she same within xange
poured in her fire, which was kept np In.

brisk manner for a short time ami soon tho
enemy was driven from hie gune, hue enry
to return whan the leading vessels had
passed up. Of the ten vessels shak started,
namely, the Hartford, Richmond, Jtoqnotej
Oneida, Seiota, Winona, Finola, Brooklyn,
Kennebec and Katahdin, all mil the three
last named succeeded iu passing thebastertiee
and formed a junction with the guuhoae
fleet, under Flag Officer Davie, above the
city.

When the Brooklyn earns within
the lower batteries she opened fire with, her
two rifles the only guns that eould ae yet
be brought to hear on the high to. However,
after a brisk fire of half an hour, and with she
assistance of the Kennebec and Katahdin and
the six steamers under Commander Porter,
namely, Oetorara,Westfield, Clifton, Owaeco,
Harriet Lane, and Jaekson, which had orders
to engage, but not to pass above the batter-
ies, the rebel guns were silenced, but c$ly for
a short time. It was Cap fe. Craven's iat ca-

tion to follow the flagship above tho eity,
but owing to circumstances ovec which ha
had no control and to misapprehensions of
orders, ha railed to carry out his intentions.
Whou the Brooklyn arrived abreaet ef tbe
batteries the the flagship of Com-

mander Porter, had her steering-gea- r shot
away, which rendered her unmanageable,
and, owing to a strong current, the channel
was blocked up by her consorts attempting;
to aseist her, which prevented the Brooklyn,
Kennebec and Katahdin from passing np.
The disorder eaused the mortar-ileetsteame- rs

to sleeken their fire, seeing which fchoeuomy
I again manned1 his gnns. In audition to tho

gnns en. the summit of the Mite,, the enemy
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